RV’ing Filmmaker Goes to Extremes 
to Document his Journeys

From the desert heat of Baja Mexico to the Arctic cold of Alaska, 
John Holod and his RV have gotten up close and personal with the terrain.

John Holod is a man of extremes.  He loves the great outdoors, but he loves all of the creature comforts of home as well.  For over eight years, the award-winning filmmaker has combined the best of both worlds.  He’s traveled to some of North America’s most remote locations to film his travelogues while remaining in the lap of luxury in his state-of-the-art recreation vehicle (RV).

His latest travelogue, “Baja RV Adventure,” takes audiences for a breathtaking ride across the diverse scenery of Baja Mexico.  Baja is a desirable destination for RVers because of its variety of wildlife and fauna, nearly 2,000 miles of coastline and rich history.  From the cacti and roadrunners of the desert to whale watching off the Baja coast, Holod captures all the beauty, diversity and majesty that is Baja.  

“Traveling through Baja in my RV was truly an amazing adventure,” said Holod.  “The RV allowed me to stop and enjoy the scenery wherever and whenever I wanted.  I parked, along with lots of other RVers, on a beach in Bahia Concepcion, just ten feet from the water.”

His previous film, “Alaska RV Adventure,” took viewers for an amazing ride along the Alaska Highway, and into Alaska’s untamed wilderness.

“The Alaska Highway is the one of the only drives in America where you’ll find half-ton grizzly bears sharing the road with travelers,” says Holod. “This is the trip that’s on every RVers wish list. It’s a true adventure. Ask almost anyone who loves the outdoors what trip they’d like to make the most and many will say the Alaska Highway and Alaska. It is truly the last great road trip.”

 He shoots his video and edits it in his own studio set up in his RV.
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No Hotels, No Restaurants, No Problem in an RV

Holod said he really appreciated having his RV in Baja and Alaska because of the lack of accommodations in the remote locations. 

“The nice thing about an RV is that you’re never more than 20 feet from your kitchen, bathroom or bed,” says Holod.  “An RV is the best way to see these isolated places.  There are long distances between accommodations; however, campground sites are readily available along the way.  Restaurants are also few and far between, so being able to cook my own meals in the RV was very convenient, inexpensive and healthy too.”
With an RV, trips aren’t just for the adventure-seeker.  They are possible even for families looking to explore extremes of the great outdoors.

“All along the Alaska Highway and in Baja, I saw lots of RVs with families,” says Holod.  “RVs provide a safe and comfortable classroom from which families can see and experience the Alaskan wilderness or the natural beauty of Baja.” 
Traveling in his home-on-wheels
Holod travels the lecture circuit in his Gulfstream fifth-wheel RV equipped with all the comforts of home.  He averages 120-140 shows per year and says RVing has had a great impact on both his professional and personal life. 

The 50-year old Detroit native spends most of his life on the road, either traveling the world to film a new documentary or presenting shows to audiences around the country.  And he travels in style in a state-of-the-art recreation vehicle.

Not only is the RV home, but it also serves as his studio where he edits and produces all of his films.  “I bought my first RV because I was tired of lugging all my film equipment from city-to-city, then bringing it into hotel rooms and lecture rooms,” says Holod.  “Now I take my home and studio everywhere I go.”   

In addition to a living room, bedroom, bathroom and kitchen, Holod’s RV contains an editing bay that’s equipped with editing machines, color TVs and VCRs.  At the push of a button the living room/dinette and bedroom slide out to expand the size of these rooms.  His kitchen is equipped with a microwave oven, refrigerator/freezer and gas stove.  A self-titled “gourmet,” John enjoys making traditional Alaskan sourdough bread and Mexican burritos from his own “secret” recipes.

RVs make life on the road easy
Working on the road in an RV has improved the quality of Holod’s life. “Now my work is more focused and I’m happier. I’ve got it all,” says Holod.  “I’m well rested and I eat better. I love to cook and I don’t have to rely solely on restaurants and fast food.  And whenever I’m on a shoot and get a day off, I can go to the beach, a park, or some other interesting place.”
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